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The Major John C. Hutto Camp’s June camp meeting
will be in Jasper, Alabama on

Sunday, 16 June 2024 at 2:00PM

Meeting will be at the
First Methodist Church's Adult Center

Period Music and Entertainment
by Tony Pennington and his band

Please come the meeting, and show your support
for one of the Camp’s newest members
along with the usual business meeting

 and one of a kind door prizes

The information in this newsletter does not necessarily agree with the policies or beliefs
of the Major John C. Hutto Camp. The articles are presented merely for the edification,

education and/or amusement of our readers. In the instant case, the chickens appear to be

coming home to roost for Abraham Lincoln’s invading Yankees.



A Different Kind of Flag Makes the News

Leslie Hahner, Baylor University & Scott J. Varda, Baylor University
Thu, May 30, 2024 at 8:59 AM CDT·5 min read

A flag, which is sometimes called the "pine tree flag," is a relic of the
Revolutionary era with a rich history of uses and continues to shift its
connotations over time. 
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May 30 (UPI) -- Homes owned by Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito
have flown flags linked to the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection and the general
effort of Donald Trump and his supporters to overturn the results of the
2020 presidential election.

One, an upside-down American flag, is a longtime symbol of a vessel -- or
a nation -- in distress, which Trump supporters adopted after the 2020
election. It was flown at Alito's Virginia residence on Jan. 17, 2021, just
11 days after the insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.



The other, flown in the summer of 2023 at an Alito family vacation home
on the New Jersey shore, depicts a lone pine tree and bears the words "An
Appeal to Heaven." This flag, which is also sometimes called the "pine
tree flag," is a relic of the Revolutionary era and represents strength
against tyrannical foes. As with all long-used symbols, the pine tree flag
has a rich history of uses and continues to shift its connotations over time.

We are scholars of visual and political rhetoric who study the cultural
meaning ascribed to symbols, such as flags, and how those symbols
function in the world. Given what we know of symbolism, the Appeal to
Heaven flag offers both historic connotations and new ones.

A Colonial history

The image appearing on the Appeal to Heaven flag originated in 1652
when the colony of Massachusetts ordered the minting of pine tree
shillings, which were coins cast with pine trees on them.

The lone pine tree is a symbol of New England, while the phrase "An
Appeal to Heaven" on the flag comes from a 1775 resolution by the
Massachusetts Provincial Congress.

The 1775 resolution drew inspiration from English philosopher John
Locke. Locke argued in 1690 that individuals may "appeal to heaven"
when their rights have been denied. The phrase and image on the flag
mark the right to revolt against a tyrannical government.

As if to confirm the revolutionary meaning of the flag, in 1775, six
schooners commanded by George Washington flew the flag while
confronting British ships.



Modern uses

Today, the flag appears in social movements for different causes. For
instance, in 2020 the Appeal to Heaven flag appeared at a Black Lives
Matter protest dance party in Washington, D.C.

But, that is not its most common current use. Beginning in 2013, the
Appeal to Heaven flag took on Christian nationalist overtones. Christian
nationalism refers to a set of ideological beliefs that champion the U.S. as
a wholly Christian nation ordained by God.

South Carolina minister Dutch Sheets used social and traditional media to
promote the flag. Sheets spread the belief that the U.S. should be a
Christian nation, which ought to be governed through the belief in
Christian supremacy.

Over the past decade, Sheets and his fellow believers took the flag to state
capitol buildings and other public events to promote his efforts to elect
evangelical Christian leaders to political offices.

On Jan. 6, 2021, the flag appeared in the hands of insurrectionists,
including the Proud Boys. As insurrectionists stormed the Capitol, the
Appeal to Heaven flag was one of many symbols that led the charge of
violence. After the harrowing events of that day, the flag was more
intimately connected to "Stop the Steal" efforts, alongside pro-Trump
sloganeering overall.

In a Jan. 31, 2024, Facebook post, a flag company advertised the Appeal to
Heaven flag with a lengthy description, including noting that its meaning
"transcends its historical origins" and is "(p)opular among Republicans
and Christians ... seen as a symbol of Christian nationalism."



In the years since, the flag has been displayed by elected officials such as
House Speaker Mike Johnson, who placed it outside his congressional
office. Arizona State Sen. Janae Shamp has used it on her desk in the
Arizona Senate chamber. Federalist Society co-chair Leonard Leo, the
conservative court activist who has directed contributions totaling
hundreds of millions of dollars to reshape the federal judiciary, has flown
it outside his home in Maine.

A signal to those in the know

Despite the flag's clear links to Christian nationalist ideology, some
defenders of Alito say that's not what the flag means.

For instance, Carrie Campbell Severino accused "the news establishment"
of "trying to rewrite" the history of "this Revolutionary War flag" as
"somehow connected with January 6th." Severino suggested this idea was
"totally ludicrous." She is the president of the Leo-linked Concord Fund,
formerly the Judicial Crisis Network, a conservative advocacy group
described as possessing "unmatched influence ... in shaping the federal
judiciary."

Alito denied knowing the meaning of the flag in a May 29, 2024, letter
responding to inquiries from members of Congress. The New York Times
quoted his letter as saying:

"I was not aware of any connection between that historic flag and the 'Stop
the Steal Movement,' and neither was my wife. ... She did not fly it to
associate herself with that or any other group, and the use of an old
historic flag by a new group does not necessarily drain that flag of all
other meanings."  Emphasis added.



Some commentators on the flag controversy wondered aloud about the
coded meaning of the flag, while others insist the flag is a "dog whistle" to
pro-Trump and Christian nationalist ideologues. The flag may be a symbol
most people would overlook but which speaks to a select audience.
Research has found that racial and religious dog whistles help "mobilize ...
support for racially resentful" white Christian voters, "without alienating
others."

The meanings of symbols, such as this flag, necessarily change over time.
And while Alito's actual beliefs might be difficult to know, the recent
revelations should increase attention to how the flag symbolizes a cluster
of beliefs shared among conservative activists, Christian nationalists and
those who seek to impose their radical views on the country.

*******

Alito said the flags were flown by his wife and he wasn’t aware of it at
first. When he asked her to take it down, she refused for several days. “I
had nothing whatsoever to do with the flying of that flag,” he said in
rejecting calls for his recusal.



  



HUTTO CAMP OFFICERS

Commander . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James  R. Blackston
1st Lt. Cmd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trent  Harris
2nd Lt. Cmd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jeremy  Jackson
Adjutant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  John  McGraw
Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Barry  Cook
Judge Advocate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cherokee  Brasher
Communications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Barry  Cook
Facebook . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Brandon  Prescott - Jeremy  Jackson
Quartermaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Barry  Cook
Newsletter Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  James  Blackston

Website: www.huttocamp.com

Facebook - Hutto Camp

The Rebel Underground, is the official monthly publication of the Major John C. Hutto
Camp #443. Articles published are not necessarily the views or opinions of the Executive

Board or the Editor. 

The fair use of any included copyrighted work is for purposes such as criticism, comment,
news reporting, teaching, scholarship, or research, and is for nonprofit educational

purposes only. 17 U.S. Code § 107 

The Rebel Underground is dedicated to bringing our readers the very best of important
news concerning Confederate History and Southern Heritage. We are not ashamed of our

Confederate History and Southern Heritage. We dare to defend our rights.
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