
Published Monthly July 2023

The July meeting of the Major John C. Hutto Camp
 in Jasper, Alabama will be 

Sunday, 16 July 2023 at 2:00PM

Meeting will be at the
First United Methodist Church's Adult Center 

Speaker - Mr. Terry Barkley, Author, Historian, Musician

Family, friends & guest are welcome
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In Congress, July 4, 1776

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, When in the Course

of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands

which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth,

the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle

them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the

causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are

instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That

whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of

the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation

on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most

likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. . . . . 

Three Things to Remember on
Independence Day

by Ryan McMaken of the Mises Institute

It's difficult to say what most Americans

commemorate or celebrate on

Independence Day nowadays. Many

appear to focus on some vague notion of

"America." Others even take to jingoism

equating the United States government

with the very notion of "freedom." 

Lost in all of this is the fact that the Declaration of Independence — the document we're

supposed to remember today — is a document that promotes secession, rebellion, and
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what the British at the time regarded as treason. 

On the other hand, those who do recall the radical nature of the Declaration often tend to

romanticize the American Revolution in a way that is neither instructive nor helpful

today. 

So, what should we remember about Independence Day, and what can it teach us? For

starters, here are three things about the history and context of this holiday that should

continue to inform us today and into the future.

 

One: If You Can't Secede, You're Not Really Free

The very first sentence of the Declaration of Independence lays it out. Sometimes, "it

becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected

them with another..." 

The document then goes on to list in detail why 1776's specific act of secession was

justified and necessary for preserving the rights of the colonists. 

By the 19th century, this philosophy of self-determination would become a foundational

element of the ideology now known internationally as liberalism — or "classical

liberalism" in the United States. 

Not surprisingly, we find this idea in the later writings of liberals such as Ludwig von

Mises who, writing in Vienna in 1927, concluded:

    It must always be possible to shift the boundaries of the state if the will of the

inhabitants of an area to attach themselves to a state other than the one to which they

presently belong has made itself clearly known...

    [W]henever the inhabitants of a particular territory ... make it known ... that they no

longer wish to remain united to the state to which they belong at the time ... their wishes

are to be respected and complied with.
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Mises, like Jefferson, understood that without this right of self-determination, there is no

freedom.

Nevertheless, modern opponents of self-determination and secession will claim that

secession cannot be tolerated because it is not "legal."

This is scarcely relevant. After all, the colonial uprising against the King was not "legal,"

and it hardly matters whether political victors consider any breakaway secession

movements legal. Times and societies change, and nothing is forever or written in stone. 

For Mises, secession must be tolerated for pragmatic reasons. It is "the only feasible and

effective way of preventing revolutions and civil and international wars." But For

Jefferson, as for his fellow secessionists, it was a moral imperative, whether "treasonous"

or not. 

Two: Independence Day Is Not a Military Holiday 

For obvious reasons, government institutions have little motivation to emphasize the

Declaration of Independence or the philosophy it represents. This would amount to the

government undermining itself. Consequently, many have attempted to turn the Fourth of

July into a holiday that embraces vague notions of celebrating "America." 

These ahistorical (unconcerned with or ignorant of history) interpretations

notwithstanding, Independence Day recalls resistance and a withdrawal of fealty to a

hostile political power. We should not twist it into a celebration of our current rulers in

Washington, the federal government, or the troops that work for and represent the federal

government. 

It should be a celebration against government and a reminder that Americans can once

again walk away from tyranny, even if force of arms is required. 

This does not defame or insult the American troops, but rather reminds us that we are a

civilian nation and the government (and its troops) is supposed to be our servant rather

than our master. Slavish displays of patriotism and loyalty to the state are inimical to the
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real meaning of the holiday.

Three: Armed Revolt Is a Serious and Rare Event 

Among those who do wish to commemorate the true resistance offered by the

revolutionaries, there is a different error: thinking that armed resistance is always right

around the corner. 

In some corners of America, it's become almost commonplace to hear claims that surely

the Second American Revolution will come with just a few more outrages committed

against life, liberty, or property. All it will take is a few more no-knock raids committed

against peaceful families sleeping in their beds. Or perhaps the government need only

seize a few more guns before the American people "wake up." Or perhaps once someone

reveals the extent to which the US government spies on us all — as Edward Snowden has

already done — then Americans will simply refuse to tolerate it any more.

In truth, armed resistance tends to only materialize in the midst of poverty or foreign

invasion. Not surprisingly, over the past century, despite decades of immense growth in

government power, rising taxes, and stifling government regulations, virtually no

Americans have been taking up arms against the American state.

Some of this may stem from admirable prudence. After all, the American Revolution was

an exceptionally bloody conflict, and such conflicts should not be started lightly. As noted

by the Library of Congress, "[t]he Revolution ... was, after the Civil War, the costliest

conflict in American history in terms of the proportion of the population killed in service.

It was three times more lethal than World War II." The poverty, property destruction, and

loss of life was immense given the tiny size of the American population at the time. 

Most Americans are unaware of these specifics, but most people instinctively know that

armed conflict can bring with it a very high price. 

This doesn't mean armed resistance is impossible, of course. It's simply worth recognizing

that so long as Americans enjoy some of the world's highest standards of living few will

be motivated to take up arms.
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Ideas Always Matter 

It is also helpful to remember that armed

conflict can be especially disastrous when

motivated by the wrong ideas and the wrong

ideologies. Who can say with confidence that if

the US government were wiped away today,

that it would not be replaced with something

even worse? Under such circumstances, we

must never abandon the important work of

laying the foundations first for a revolution in

ideas.

Without a true respect for the freedoms outlined in the Declaration of Independence,

political resistance is of little value. Moreover, in a society where true freedom is valued

— and where a majority embraces liberal ideals — violence will prove to be totally

unnecessary. And this would be the best outcome of all.

Author: Ryan McMaken

Ryan McMaken (@ryanmcmaken) is executive editor at the Mises Institute. Ryan has a

bachelor's degree in economics and a master's degree in public policy and international

relations from the University of Colorado. He was a housing economist for the State of

Colorado. He is the author of Breaking Away: The Case of Secession, Radical

Decentralization, and Smaller Polities and Commie Cowboys: The Bourgeoisie and the

Nation-State in the Western Genre.
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The Rebel Underground, is the official monthly publication of the Major John C. Hutto

Camp #443. Articles published are not necessarily the views or opinions of the Executive

Board or the Editor. 

The fair use of any included copyrighted work is for purposes such as criticism, comment,

news reporting, teaching, scholarship, or research, and is for nonprofit educational

purposes only. 17 U.S. Code § 107 

The Rebel Underground is dedicated to bringing our readers the very best of important

news concerning Confederate History and Southern Heritage. We are not ashamed of our

Confederate History and Southern Heritage. We dare to defend our rights.

http://www.huttocamp.com
https://www.facebook.com/scvcamp443

